
MINUTES 
LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 AND THE LAFAYETTE TOWNSHIP FIRE DISTRICT  
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 Monday, August 1, 2022, at 7 p.m. 

 
 

The Lafayette Township Board of Trustees, Medina County, Ohio met in regular session on 

Monday, August 1, 2022, at 7 p.m. at the Lafayette Township Safety Service Building 6367 

Technology Lane, Medina, OH. Notice of this meeting was consistent with ORC 121.22 and the 

township’s open meeting policy 

 

Trustee Warchola called the meeting of the Lafayette Township Board of Trustees and the 

Lafayette Township Fire District to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Members Present:  Trustees: Fullerton, O’Neil, Warchola, also present: Fiscal Officer 

Ruebensaal, Zoning Inspector Alliss Strogin, Legal Counsel William Thorne 

 

Trustee Warchola:  Last meeting’s minutes are not available at this time to be approved.  

We will be jumping out of order to swear in two new Firefighter EMTs 

 

Swearing in of new personnel - LTFD Probationary members: 

• Luke Yuravek 

• Anthony Staley 

 

Public Participation – Dollar General Discussion 

 

Steve Dimonski – 2 questions 

Can we put on the ballot or in front of the board a requirement or change to our Zoning 

ordinances that for any new housing we have a minimum lot size of 2-3 acres? 

Concerned about our infrastructure and how it will handle the additional homes and 

residents. 

Any issue put on the ballot if that ballot fails it cannot go back on the ballet for one 

calendar year. 

Russ Schulte 

Would like to propose that anything big go on a ballot or let the people decide. (Dollar 

General) 

Paul Kuntz 

Dollar General popped out of nowhere. Why doesn’t this get publicized? A neighbor 

Chris asked to see the plat map and was told no by Alliss 

How do we find out things like what is going on with commercial property? 

Excess speed on 42, Medina Police need to do something about it. 

Allis Strogin 

Not that I can remember anyone asking for it 

Trustee Warchola 

Those would all be public documents, and public records and are available for viewing. 



 

Alliss Strogin 

The Township does have a comprehensive plan that has gone thru several revisions over 

the years. Been in effect at least 25 years and been upgraded every 10 years. The 

minimum zoning in rural residential is two acres. The Township has zones where 

sewer/water is readily available and there are higher density subdivisions and that was 

important as it kept land from being annexed into the city. In the comprehensive plan 162 

& 42 they want it to be the center of the Township and have multiple small businesses in 

there. 

Jo Fullerton 

I saw something in November or December of last year about the Dollar General coming 

in. 

Trustee Warchola 

Grassroots takes a lot of attention. Maybe that will make a difference, at least it gives you 

something to start with. 

Stacey Vare 

What cannot go into the commercial area? Can an adult bookstore go into there? Is there 

anything that we can do to control the appearance? Anything we can do regarding the 

speed it is bad in that area? 

Alliss Strogin 

There is a list of suggested types of business that can go in that is in our zoning code.  

Adult bookstores are addressed in our code under sexually oriented businesses. 

As far as appearance we have landscaping requirements. 

As far as Speed ODOT performed a traffic study and stated a turning lane would be 

necessary. 

Steve Dimonski 

Over the last 10 years, ODOT has done a study about putting an exit south of 18 to 

relieve some of the traffic. (Around 57 & Poe) what is going on? The people in 

Wedgewood Estates are impatient and I have almost been hit multiple times. 

What about Lafayette Township group on Facebook and make it a private group and not 

use an email? 

Trustee Warchola 

I would like to be able to communicate with all the residents if we could get email 

addresses. It is expensive to mail things out. I would like to get to this at some point. We 

could put it on the website too.  

Trustee O’Neil 

I think the information should be direct.  

Unknown resident 

We do not need any more houses 

Concern about Gerspacher signs in the Tech Park. There is not going to be a development 

back there is there? 

Alliss Strogin 

Explained Zoning for Redwood and how residents wanted to stay in the Township and 

there was no place to rent.  

Dollar General is under contract, but it is not in their name until all permits are procured. 

Unknown resident 

Has Dollar General already purchased the property? 

Roger Fowler 

Lynda had said they wanted to put a buffer in to keep Medina from annexing the property 

to make it Industrial 



Justin Peroli 

I have some concern to approve dispatch fees for Medina County Sheriff’s Office 

Dispatch fees of around $30,000. At the May 16th meeting after returning from the 

Executive session, Trustee Warchola made a motion to approve the payment based on 

conversations with Legal Counsel. Based on information received through public records 

requests the Legal opinion of Township Law Director William Thorne remains that there 

is no legal basis for the county to charge these fees and then if the county were to 

disagree, we should get a determination from the Ohio Attorney General which is our 

right. I’ve got the original letter from Trustee Bowers from October 23, 2020, outlining 

our concerns and the reasons why we never paid those fees in the past. I have a copy of 

the Medina County Prosecutors’ response which came April 4, 2022, a year, and a half 

later, and a Draft letter from William Thorne that he discussed on May 2, 2022, outlining 

his position they weren’t legal. How can you justify paying a $26, 154.00 bill that your 

own Legal Counsel questions the legitimacy of? And then turn around and tell the people 

on the record your decision was made based on the advice of legal counsel? 

Law Director Thorne 

The original letter was based on the way they were charged. The fee that they are 

charging is part of the 9-1-1 which there was no basis for. The language is not clear they 

are not using 9-1-1 as a basis for charging. That is why the Prosecutors office after a year 

a half came back and said they can do it. There is a separate statute that allows them to 

charge for dispatch. None of the money that they are paying goes to 9-1-1. It goes 

directly to dispatch. 

Justin Peroli 

So, in the draft that you wrote to them and presented you outlined that since there was a 

question, it should be referred to the Ohio Attorney General. If it’s a $26,000 bill that we 

may not have to pay, why wouldn’t we take the step to get the opinion of the Attorney 

General? And the reason I say that is these dispatch fees date back to when Neil 

Hassinger was Sheriff and we never paid them before. If the County felt that it was 

something that they could get us to pay every year, why have they never pushed the issue 

before of us not paying them? And why do we now give the County $26,000 of our tax 

money when we may not have to? 

Trustee Warchola 

I can’t speak for the County and why they never pressed it further. As I said, and as Legal 

Counsel has told you when we went back into that second Executive Session, the way 

they reworded and rephrased and rewrote how they are being charged.  Originally it was 

always you are being charged for 9-1-1. You can’t be charged for 9-1-1. And that was a 

sticking point and in my own personal opinion not anything legal after watching what has 

happened in the county and how every other township pays the fees.  We were the only 

ones that didn’t, and that doesn’t make it right or wrong. I think there was enough 

concern that if it got pressed that maybe other people wouldn’t.  That’s why it got 

delayed so they could figure out how they wanted to rephrase this so it would be ironclad. 

From what our Legal Counsel told us in that Executive Session phrasing it and changing 

it, so it says we’re not paying for 9-1-1 we’re paying for the Dispatch. 

Justin Peroli 

So, we contract with the City for Police Services 

Trustee Warchola 

Not for Dispatch for Fire. Dispatch all goes through the Sheriff’s Office. 

Justin Peroli 

And so, there’s no chance that we should get a determination from the Attorney 

General’s office that it would take our side. In your professional opinion Bill? 



Legal Counsel William Thorne 

I would never say no chance. The problem was they have changed it. The prosecutor’s 

Office did not agree with them. The Commissioner’s Office did not know we were not 

paying. At that point, the prosecutor’s Office said if you don’t pay it, the Sheriff will not 

dispatch. They can legally not dispatch. 

Justin Peroli  

Under Hassinger, he did not charge for it, because he disagreed with the County 

Commissioners. 

Trustee Warchola 

Thank you all for coming and taking an interest in our Township this is what drives our 

Township. It is nice to see this many people showing up. It doesn’t matter if we agree or 

disagree. We did receive correspondence from a resident Chad Ward expressing his 

disdain for another Dollar General coming in. So, we are seeing it but there is not a lot we 

can do other than soften its appearance of it. 

Rich Javorek 

Just AN FYI: The Zoning Commission is an Advisory Board. We take things under 

advisement we write up the regulations, we revise them then we have to have them sent 

to the county and we hear their recommendations, but we don’t have to follow their 

recommendations.  Then we send them to the Trustees. They are the only ones that can 

pass anything. We work as an Advisory Board and a lot of people do not understand that. 

We have been working on revising that Code book and it is pretty much ready for review 

by the Planning Commission.  Then they send it back to us. It’s a long process to get that 

done.  

 

Regular meeting public participation has ended. 

 

Fiscal Officer Ruebensaal 

I am asking for 2 motions this evening. The first is to add the additional revenue that we 

have received from Zoning permits. We need to get those added to our Certificate of 

Resources and then appropriate them for the remainder of the year. 

Trustee O’Neil 

I move to add the additional $16,931.50 brought in by the permits and fees to the 

certificate of Resources for the Township and to appropriate $10,000 of that for ongoing 

Zoning expenses. 

Trustee Warchola:  All those in favor Aye, Fullerton:  Aye O’Neil Aye Warchola Aye 

Those opposed the same sign. No response 

Fiscal Officer Ruebensaal 

The second motion I’m requesting is to fully allocate and appropriate the remaining Fire 

Fund money in the amount of $12,554.39.  Once we extinguish that on the Township 

side, we can fully operate the UAN from the Fire District side. 

Trustee Warchola 

I move to fully allocate and appropriate the remaining Fire Funds moneys $12,554,39 to 

facilitate extinguishing this fund from the Township Accounting Software 

Trustee Fullerton 

I second 

Trustee Warchola:  All those in favor Aye, Fullerton:  Aye O’Neil Aye Warchola Aye 

Those opposed the same sign. No response 

 

Assistant Fire Chief 

Discussion about the car? 



Trustee Warchola 

We’ll talk about the car in 2 weeks when Chief is here. Do you have all the details on it? 

Assistant Fire Chief 

It doesn’t have much value and we would like to donate it to Smithfield. 

Trustee Warchola 

It would be nice to donate it to someone that can use it. I make a motion that we allow 

Chief to sell the car for $0.00. 

Trustee O’Neil 

I second 

Trustee Warchola:  All those in favor Aye, Fullerton:  Aye O’Neil Aye Warchola Aye 

Those opposed the same sign. No response 

Trustee O’Neil 

I spoke with Armstrong regarding the issue with the letter. They were not willing to 

budge on that with supply change issues. I do understand. I also spoke to Spectrum as 

well about the addresses that have yet to have service. I would motion to do that. 

Trustee Warchola 

I will second it. 

Trustee Warchola:  All those in favor Aye O’Neil Aye Warchola Aye 

Trustee Fullerton Opposed. Someone’s holding a check for $300,000. For 18 months they 

have time to get their supplies. 

Trustee Warchola:   

Township Cleanup program is over ended on July 30th, we passed out 72 vouchers. We 

needed an updated contract for our Fire Chief. This will be pending approval of wording. 

 

New Business 

 

Trustee Warchola:   

Medina County Soil and Water Conservation District we just got something in the mail 

on that. They are asking for $1000 for our participation. We will look into this. 

Law Director William Thorne 

We did get the new paperwork on the Trust document. When the last heir dies 3.84% of 

the remaining funds will go to the Township Fire Department. We need a formal motion 

authorizing them to sign. This is a normal process it is required. There is an in-kind 

distribution. There is also a refund agreement that they want us to sign to allow the 

Trustees to distribute the money now. 

Trustee O’Neil: 

I make a motion to let Trustee Warchola be authorized to sign on behalf of the Fire 

District for the distribution of the Sidney Auble Trust.  

Trustee Fullerton: 

 Seconded the motion 

Trustee Warchola:  All those in favor Aye, Fullerton:  Aye O’Neil Aye Warchola Aye 

Those opposed the same sign. No response 

 

Recess to Executive Session Pursuant to ORC 121.22 (G1) 

Roll Call vote at 8:45 for the purpose of hiring a new employee. 

O’Neil yes Fullerton yes Warchola   yes 

 

 

Invited into Executive Session are 3 Trustees, Legal Counsel, and the Fiscal Officer 

 



Trustee Warchola:  It is 9:16 pm we have come back in from Executive Session, and no 

decisions were made or will be made. Do we have a motion to adjourn and pay the warrants of 

the Township? 

Trustee Fullerton made the motion to adjourn and pay the warrants of the Township Trustee 

O’Neil seconded 

Trustee Warchola:  All those in favor Aye, Fullerton:  Aye O’Neil Aye Warchola Aye 

Those opposed the same sign. No response 

 

Motion carries all votes in favor. 

 

 

As there was no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:17 

p.m.  

 

 

Approved:                                               

 

 

 

________________________ 

        Marty Warchola, Trustee 

 

_________________________________ 

Laura Ruebensaal, Fiscal Officer    ________________________ 

        Ty Fullerton, Trustee 

 

 

        ________________________ 

        Chris O’Neil, Trustee 

 

 

 

       

        


